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Fi;ure. 1.

Pigure. 2.

Pligure. 3.

Figure. 4.

Figure. 5.

Fisure. 6.,

Figure. 7.
o

Pigure. 8.

Figure.10.

Title ROYAL MNARINES. )
Silk erbroidered Red letters on Blue silk tape.
hanufactured by CASH'S. 4s issued for wearing on B/D.

Title ROYAL MARINES.

Emwbroidered on felt - Red letters on Dark Blue.

Not worn officially - purchased privately. There are a
number of variations of 'unofficial' titles — some with
plain lettering and some with serifs. fThe Corps Museum
has a specimen Blue letters on Red... doubtless a
manuracturer's error.

Title HOYAL WARINES COLNANDO.
dmbroidered on felt. Red letters on Dark Blue.

As lssued Irom 1946 and still worn to date (1976) on
Jersey Heavy Wool,

Title COLMANDO.

S5ilk ewbroidered Red letters on Blue silk tape.
lanuractured by CASH's. Issued for wear on B/D during
and worn, when applicable, under ROYAL MAiKIN“S title(#ig

Nuwierals denoting ROYAL MARINES COL.MANDO nuwber.

S1ilk eubroidered Red letters on Blue silk tape.
Nanulactured by CiSH's, these nurerals ranged from 40-48
inclusive. Worn during ¥%2 above ROYAL MARINZS title
(Fiz.1.) =nd COMK.ANDO (Fig.4.)

Wuleral Ro.46.
orbroidered on feit - Red on Dark Blue arc.
Of similar design there was also No.45.

Sign COxiAliDO DAGGER.
Ewbroidered on felt - Red dagger on Dark Blue sezmznt.

Initially issued during W¥2 for viearing with Royal Larin
Coracando 1rsignia. There was a printed versiog &lso.

Sign COLBINmD CP=RAVIONS.
Printed - Red on Blue.

Sign COLB1N=D OPrRATIONS
“abroivered on felt. :ed on Dark Blue.

N3. 1he shape of Figures 8 and 9 varied from circular to
square with rounded top - either printed or eubroide
or vice versa and were worn by all members of the
armed Forces serving in Combined Operations Command.
The signs were worn in pairs by Royal Narines (with
S5:.G racing forwards) on B/D and, in WWw2, on No.l Dre
Some R Commando formations continued to wear this
sign in preference to the 'Commando Dagger' sign (wh
was 1ssued later) eg. 41 RN Commando.

Sign KUY L NARINS DIVISION.

Yellow trident ewbroidered on Red felt segment.
¥ollowing the disbanding of R DIVISION this sign was
discontinued until 1945. 1t was then adopted by 116 (RY¥
Intaniry 3rigade (formed 4 Jan %5) comprising £7, 28 and
20 doyal .uarine 3attslions.
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11. Sigcn 104 K YRAINING 5RICADE (and later ROYAL MARINAS
PRALNING 3R0UPS (DoVON) and (¥4L3IS). .
worn by fermanent Staff of these Training Establishuents.
Yellow Sezhorse erbroldered on Blue disc, on Red segment.
"{uown within the Corps as the 'Pregnant Prawn'm",

[}
oo
)

Sign 117 (Ry) INFALNTRY BRIGADE.

Yellow rouled wnchor on Red disc, on Yellow eight-pointed
Stur on nhski squere. (Two versions- embroidered or printe
"although the sign wes wdopted vy 117(RM)Inf.Bde. it was
not generully issued - except to one or two Comwpanys. It =
nowever, in general use as a Vehicle marking (ie.painted o.
wudguards ete.;®  117(idi)Inf.Bde.( formed 15 Jen 45) compri
3L, 42 and 33 Royal lLurine Battalions.

13. Huireral 351 Bn ROYAL L ARINES.
Red figurcs woven on siall Khiki squere.
worn over ROYAL L-RINSS title (FPiz.l.). Of a similar desi
thzre was also 32 and 43.

14. Sizn 34 oOYLL LAKINE CLPHIZI0OUS SULPCHT RGIL.SNT.
spuroidered on felt. Yellow fouled wnchor, on Red seguent
with narrow Yellow border, on slue shield.

5. 5i:n IYAL LAnlhieS wnGlsimiss.
rrinted. Yellow grenade, Green rope fouled on Red anchor,
on a 3lue shield.

16. Sign »0BLLs FHAVAL BASE DLr-liCa ORGANILZATION {LK3DO
roler Bear eunbroidered on Blue,Yellow,Green,Red en
diagonal striped cloth circle.
“Ihis sign wmay have been spurious or worn unofficially -
former k13D personnel are unable to recall ever seeing a
cloth sign, such as this, vorn. There has been mention th
the design 'mway' have been pazinted on Yehicles and Directi.
Bouards, wlthoush exawples of Christras Cards do exist whid
display the sign.
Correspondence with formwer uwesibers of LN3DO has revealed 1
Units of the Orgenizution were identified (on uniform) by
georelrical shapes of 'cut-out' cloth -~ either Red, Green,
Teollow ana 3lue plus sore other colours.

for ecurples

| Squares denoted 2 air Defence 3de H{ and GOR
and 3 und 4 A4 Regiments and Batteries.

Dicionds " 12 Searchlisht Regiment and Batteries.
irisngles = 2 Coast Artillery Regiment or Batteries.
Circles " Landing @nd kaintainence Unit

| =T " MNBDO Group Signals.
I'hese applied to MEBDO IX (although the shapes alloted to
other Units of LINBDO II.... Survey etc. are not mentioned

17. arm of Scrvice strip. 37 S1GWiL CONPANY RN.
Pelt strip approx.z" x ;' VWhite/Blue.
P his form of identification was usually only worn by the
Royal Corps of Signals.

18.' 4% aulet Slip-on. Orunge brai
CWorn by Ofilicers,ceconded to the Roval Larinecs Auresno Voo



Picure

Figure

Fi ure

Figure

Pigure

[ =
Mlgure

rigure

P I .y
S 3>
mlZure

”l Sure

13.

20.

23.

oo
>
L

28.

9.

|
\

Spmulet Slif~0n title #{0Y AL LARINES.
ed letiers enbroidercd on Blue felt. On K/D 8l1lip-on.

Issued for weuring on Tropical shirts during ¥W2 and
Post-war.

Sign ROYAL MARINES SIEGE KaC ILANT.

Red grenade woven on Kheki. :

Another, probebly 'Unit made! sign, was Red 'cut-out!'
shage of grenade on kxhaki backing.

dpaulet Slip-on. Dark Blue (not Navy Blue)braid.
#worn by Probationary Cadets Rii at KM Pre—0C1U Deal and
Bdrovndown.

Title ROYAL M4RINE FORCES VOLUNTEER RESERVE.

Red letters ewbroidered on Blue arc and bar.

The first pattern title worn by the RLFVR in 1948 -
replaced later by Figures 23 and 24.

Title VR.
Silx ewbroidered Red letters on Blue silk tape.

unufactured by C4SH's. The second pattern title of IV

and worn below AOYAL kARIK-ZS title (Fig.l.)

PTitle VR.

muoroidered on felt. Red letters on Dark Blue.

{orn bene.th HOYAL MadlFES COLIANDO title (Fig.3.) by all
Ranzs of the RLFVR who completed the Basic Conmando Cours

1Ti1tle R.

tubroidered on felt. Red letter on Dark Blue.

Replaced rFigures 23 and 24, on the change of title RLY¥VR
to Royal h.arines Reserve (1966)

Title 44 COLILALDO HOYAL MARINES.
mibroidered on felt (all in one piece) Red letters on Blu

Litle 46 ROYAL LARINE COLA ARNDO.

Zibroidered on rfelt (all in one piece) Red letters, with
serifs, on Derx 3lue.

Title ROYAL YACHT.

Gold wire leLLprb and border, surwounted by St. uaward'
Crown, on Blue. For wear on No.l Dress.

Of a similar design, but slightly smaller and on Green,
for wear on No.2 Dress(Lovat),and Red on Blue.

yiorn by the Band of Portswouth Division,.Portsmouth Group
K. and Royal liarines Detachments in the Royal Yacht.

The Tudor Crown type was only issued in Gold on Blue and
ted on Blue variations.

nay DIALOND.,
Hed cloth/felu 1,7 x 1n,

lwarded to signify Recruit Section Communders at the Depo

;LL<1n1n« all fHecruit bpbtlon Conur
ching's Buldge Bowrd -

or during final training at ITCRM. Towards the end of

canders go before the
the best all-round lidrine usually

Crecelves &he King's Badgs.,



Figure 30. TH&A KING'S 3 ADGE.
Issuved in Gold on Blue, Red on Blue, Khaki woven on
Khzki on K/D., Gold on Red (for less kit) and Gold on Gre
Worn at the point of the left shoulder, on all Dress (wit
the exception of Shirt sleeve order and ¥Working dress)
throughout the receipients entire career
Instituted in 1918 by HM King George V., irrespective of
the Reigning Monarch the Royal Monogram (centre)} is
always GvR.

&)
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igure 31. Flash. '0' Battery 12 Searchlight Regiment RM.

Derk Green cloth diamond.

Wworn during period of detachment, from MNBDD I, when

1z S/L Regiment R were engaged in Defence of Plymouth
during Blitz 1940/41. Continued worn on return to LKBDO I

FPigure 32. Pugéarree Flash KOYAL WARINES. i
, Corps colours Blue,Yellow,Green,Red,Blue ‘made up' of
strips of cloth.

Figure 33. Pugerree Flash ROYAL LARINES .
Corps ribbon Blue,Yellow,Green,Red,Blue.

Snetches of Figures 32 and 33 sre to accurate scale.
vwworn on 3ush hets or Togpees.

Figure 34. ritle. Variaiion of 44 xOYAL L.ARINES COLLANDO.

ded letters with serifs on Dark Blue.

Spetimen sketched was worn by Rev.laurice A.P.%¥co0d ,DSC.LA
whien Chaplain to 44 {l Cdo. and was manulfuctured in Poone
(Indaia) pre-1°943. In addition his Shoulder insignia
included Black Lialtese Cross over CHAPLAIN (on K/D slip-o
on shoulder strap), title ROY4L NAVY (over RL title) and ,
below these was COMMANDO DAGGER (Fig.7). Rev. Wood later
tecowe Chaplain to 48 K4 Cdo. Now (1978) Bishop of Norwi

Figure 55. Huwieral 30 ASSAULT UNIT R.{sometimes called 30 Comweando
sipbroidered on felt. Light Blue figures on Dark Blue (or
Black) oblong. A 'Unit wade', possibly stencilled, varie
also exists.
worn in CilF in conjunction with ROYAL LARINES and COLM AND
titles. On return to UK, in preparaiion for D.Day, the
title CO.Li.~%DO was 'taren down'.

Figure 36. Crest. SPuCIAL BOAT SERVICE M.
Silver wire parachute; Blue embroidered wings, Green frog
with Wwhite chest and Yellow mouth. Frog 'holding' Gold wi
paddles and floating on Green (Lily ?) lesves. Green 'S.B
on Yellow ribbon with Gold wvire edged scroll. i

Figure 37. Flying suit crest. 41R S{UADEON. 3 COLLANDO BRICADE RM.
Frinted. Black Ri., RA. and R.E.LM.E. badges. Red dagger
with Black winged hilt guard. On Green circle. Red,¥Wwhite,
ned border with Red rope in centre. Red letters on uhite
scrolls with Red edges. The whole on a Black background.
Yazen into use late 1960's/1970.
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DDLUV IONAL AL INS IURTA.

Followin: consultution with Wauar artists, and from their
'On the 5pot' notles wade during wWW2., and from conversations
with forwer wewbers of the Royal harine Battalions - the

following detsils are availaple concerning R¥.Battalion's
Insignia worn circa 1940-43,

The cloth strips 'cut out' to form Romin nurerals appear to
have been cut fron old Infantry Red (possibly 0ld RMLI) tunic
From speciwmens in 1y own collection the Size of the numerals
were approx. 1" tall by Iv wide. SO0me were sewn onto a khalkj
Serge oacking prior 1o sewing onto tunic sleeves - others wer
sewn directly onto the slzeves,

1 Roysal harines Battalion.
"Inrforwation from Several forner members of the Battalion®

2 Royal larines Battalion.
"Seen worn with Trident sign (of RM Division - Pig.1l0)July 19
Seen without Trident s§ign - in 1940 ang Oct.1941 n,

3 foyal liarines Battalion.
"Seen 19 July 1941v. ’

.

5 Aoyal lL.arines Battalion.
“Seen ZZ Septewber 1941,

7 doyal lL.arines Battalion. :

"Jrow my own collection — Sevn onto s khaki backingt
"Orizinally believed that 7 Bn wore a 'cut out' Arabic '7! -
this speciumen has now broved that they, like all the other
Bns, wore Roman nui.eral st

Royal i.arines Battulion.
'Segen worn with Yrident sign (of ali Division - Fig.10)
29 L.ay 1942. Seen without irident sign £1 October 1941n

9 noyal l.urines Battalion.
"oeen worn with irident $ign 29 lay =nd in July 1942n,

1O Royal Lurines Battalion.
"Inforvation from a forner newber of the Battalion".

15 Royal lL.arines (l.achine Gun) Buttalion.
"Seen 22 April 194w

NB. where was not & 4th Bn or 6th Bn during Ww2. 1In uwWl the
4th doyal harines Battalion had won imperishable fame at
ceebrugse and in honour of 1ts achievement it was decided
that there should never bpe another 4th Bn. (Ref. "The Lurines
nere there" by Sir Robt.Bruce Locxhart.)

No inforiuation available regarding 11 Wiyal Marines Battalion
irisignia - the 11th Bn were the Land Defence porce of L.NBDO I.



fAOYAL L ARINSS INSIGRNIA ~ QUERIES.

Although the following sketches were noted, during Ww2

by Yar Artists, so far they have not been completely
identified.

Any dOYALS who know ®what" the signs represent - or even
wore them - are kindly requested to contact the writer.

So wmuch the better if such inforration could be accompanied
by actual specimens of the signs. ’

Red cloth 'cut-out' 'M'. (Unknown)
Worn below ROYAL MARINES title and seen In the Strang

22 Septenber 194.

Red cloth 'cut-out! ‘3! (Unknown)
worn below ROYAL 14RINSS title snd seen Waterloo Station
30 Septewber 194.

Black(or Very Dark Blue) cloth Diamond. (Unknown)
Worn below ROYAL LARINLS title and seen Waterloo Station
16 kay 1942.

(probably a Unit of 12 S/L Regiwent Ri... '0' Bty. wore
Green diamond... JGB.)

Green triangle with Yhite 'dot'. (Unanown)
frorn below ROYAL LARINES title... the vearer also wore a
Kheki 5 Cap which had a GRoEN vacking behind the badge)
“Seen Waterloo Station 13 November 1942w,
( probebly a Unit of LNBDO IT... & similar sign is depicted
on one of ¥INBDO II's Christmas Cards
JGB. ).

Unknown. Seen Loudon 25 April 1945.

A1l wvorn below ROYAL LARINES title. -

a.  2lst aruy Group sign{Blue cross on Red shield)
b. Royal Artillery Arm of Service strip (Red/Blue)
C. Yellow and Blue halved triangle.



AdAiticnal Information,

Title (yariation). L2 Royal Marines Commando.

Figures '42', letters R.M.COMMANﬁO with}n a border 2ll erhroidered in Ped
onto a Mid-2lve '"Drill' Lype of muterial, o

Tsiued for wesrirg, on the formation of 42 PM Comrando "by conversion"
from 1 EM Baitalion (July 1943),

Vohn Bailey,
September 1976.



